
The establishment of the Townsville Futures 
Taskforce, chaired by Queensland Department 
of Main Roads Minister and Member for 
Thuringowa Craig Wallace, was a key outcome 
of the Queensland Growth Management 
Summit held in March 2010. The Taskforce is a 
core group of eight local leaders from across 
business, industry, education, government 
and community sectors in Townsville and the 
broader region.

In December 2010, the Townsville Futures 
Taskforce, in conjunction with Growth 
Management Queensland, commissioned 
the Townsville Futures Challenge as an online 
collaboration event, to help discover new ideas 
and perspectives on developing Townsville as 
Queensland’s second capital city. The initiative 
was held as part of the Townsville Futures Plan 
development process, announced early in 2010 
by Queensland Premier Anna Bligh, to shape a 
vision for the future of Townsville city and the 
surrounding area.

The strategic objective of the Challenge was 
to engage key Townsville stakeholders in 
contributing suggestions and ideas on how to 
develop Townsville as a thriving, sustainable, 
vibrant economic and socio-cultural hub for 
the North of Queensland.

In total, 142 participants from a range of 
relevant industry and community sectors 

were invited to join the Challenge. Building 
on the professional networks of the 
individual Taskforce members and their 
colleagues, invitees represented the retail, 
travel, tourism, agricultural and construction 
sectors, along with education, local council, 
State government, health and defence. This 
approach ensured a good representation 
of key thought leaders and cross-sectoral 
interests from Townsville and adjacent areas.

The Challenge was held over three weeks, 
with participants responding to five Challenge 
questions under the general theme of 
discovering new ideas and directions for 
Townsville’s future. Overall, the Townsville 
Futures Challenge generated 27 substantial 
new ideas, 47 comments and 140 votes 
across a diverse range of topics and areas for 
improvement.

Outcomes from the Challenge were used as 
direct inputs to development of the Townsville 
Futures Plan, developed in partnership with 
the Townsville City Council and other key 
stakeholders, to support regional growth, 
consolidate existing projects and attract new 
business and residents to the area.

The Townsville Futures Plan was released for 
public comment by the Townsville Futures 
Taskforce in July 2011.
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